The future anatomic pathology laboratory for molecular diagnosis and prognosis: circa 1990-95.
Molecular biology provides analytical tools for the study of human disease. These clinical assays can help make a diagnosis, predict a prognosis, or elucidate the pathogenesis of poorly understood diseases. The detection and/or quantitation of specific genes, messenger RNA's, and their protein products provide diagnostic and prognostic information for physicians. Illustrative applications of some of these techniques in human virus infection and breast cancer will suggest the future direction that an anatomic pathology laboratory should consider if it is to provide optimal and competitive service to physicians.